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UNIQUE PLAY LOOKS AT YELLOWSTONE BISON CONTROVERSY
MISSOULA—
A dramatic presentation of an American Indian legend will explore legal, ethical and
cultural dimensions of the controversy surrounding bison management policies in Yellowstone
National Park.
"Inkdomi and the Buffalo" will be performed for the public Saturday, April 1, at the
Crystal Theatre. It is the story of Inkdomi, a legendary trickster in Indian culture, told from
the modern perspective of an Assiniboine law student at The University of Montana.
"I heard this story from someone who heard the story from someone who heard the
story," said writer and director Ryan Rusche. "Now I ’m retelling it to my peers here in
Missoula. I’m trying to present it in a way that they can take something out of it, too."
Rusche, a second-year law student, transformed the traditional tale into a commentary
on contemporary greed and selfishness under the auspices of the Margery Hunter Brown
Assistantship Program. The program, named for the influential UM law professor who died in
1998, annually provides a student with the opportunity to research legal issues related to
Indians, women or the environment.
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Students who win the assistantship typically conclude their research with a paper or
lecture, but Rusche decided to put his theater and history background to use in a dramatic
presentation. The result, a reshaping of a tale passed down through oral tradition, features 12
actors and five dancers.
"As law students and lawyers, basically all we do is read, or we tend to be focused on
presenting legal issues in an adversarial forum ... one side vs. the other," Rusche said. "I
wanted to present an issue in a way other than being adversarial or just sitting and reading."
"Inkdomi and the Buffalo" begins at 4:30 p.m. and is open to the public. All proceeds
from a $3 suggested donation will go to the Margery Hunter Brown Scholarship.
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